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The day a group of armed men jumped on a bus in a remote valley of Pakistan and
shot a young female student in the head, they had no idea of the consequences of
their actions.1 They  thought  they were going  to  silence Malala Yousafzai  forever;
instead, they sparked a revolution, in Pakistan and elsewhere in the Islamic world.
When Malala Yousafzai  started her  recovery  in a  safe house  in Great Britain, her
family and doctors said that the young girl wanted to go back, as soon as possible,
to fighting for what she believes in: girls’ education. Malala Yousafzai is a powerful





























Tunisia, where  the  revolution has more  commonly become known as  the  ‘Jasmine Revolution’.
It was followed by the Egyptian Revolution, also dubbed the  ‘Lotus Revolution’, which began on
25 January 2011.




The Arab Spring as a Women’s Revolution (Francesca Caferri)against  President Mubarak’s  regime.  In  Tahrir  square  she  found herself  standing
side by  side with  the white‐haired Nawal El  Saadawi,  the  secular  feminist psych‐
iatrist and activist exiled for years for having dared to juxtapose words such as ‘fe‐
male’ and ‘sexuality’ in her writings. Or finally, there are women like Tawakkul Kar‐









where  they demonstrate and  in parliaments where  they have managed  to make


























































































































has been  the world’s  greatest bringer of openness  and democracy:  the  Internet.



















periences  that  I  have  documented  in my  years  as  a  reporter  across  the  Islamic
world: as they wait for their definitive victory, the women of the Muslim world con‐
tinue to struggle, and have no intention of stopping.































mazione al Giornalismo’  in Urbino,  Italy.  In 2007  she earned a Masters degree  in  Islamic
































Ever since the outbreak of the revolutionary movements that in Europe have come to be 
known as the “Arab Spring”, diverse forms of protest seem to be on the increase worldwide. 
At their core, these protests are driven by citizens’ calls for more social participation, more 
democracy, and – above all – more transparency in individual states. Young people in 
particular are at the forefront of these protests, as has been exemplified by the Occupy 
movements in New York, Frankfurt, and elsewhere. A further defining feature is that most of 
the protesters belong to a well-educated middle class – a middle class that refuses to accept 
the prevailing social imbalances and the resulting lack of opportunities, most notably with 
regard to employment. 
The international series “The Critical Stage. Young Voices on Crucial Topics” deals with these 
developments and poses questions such as: Can this growing level of resistance be defined 
as a homogeneous global phenomenon? Or are these protest movements more regional 
in nature, and determined by the respective state systems within which they are located? 
What specific demands can be identified, and how could these demands be incorporated 
into political decision-making processes? Does the underlying reasoning extend beyond the 
political sphere to other areas as well?
Designed as an ongoing online publication, “The Critical Stage” aims to bring together the 
various standpoints of protest movements from around the world. The series gives a voice 
to representatives from a wide variety of individual movements. Young journalists, film 
directors, artists, researchers, and members of diverse protest groups share their views 
on the inequities in many of the world’s political systems, and on the various modes of 
resistance that are being formed in response to these conditions.
